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ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 ISO-OO HEW-08 10-14 CIAE-00 INR-11 
NSAE-00 RSC-01 INSE-00 SCA-01 PPTE-00 VO-03 DRC-01 
/059W 

009570 

R 13 183 1Z SEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5878 

UNCLAS CARACAS 9084 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: Cl, PINS, CPAB 

SUBJECT: INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION - ENGLISH 
LITERACY REQUIREMENT FOR U.S. CITIZENSHIP 

REF: STATE 191781 

1. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 1 OF VENEZUELAN NATURALIZATION LAW, 
RESIDENTS WHO DESIRE TO BECOME NATURALIZED MUST PRESENT, INTER 
ALIA, EVIDENCE THEY HAVE PASSED SPANISH LANGUAGE EXAMINATION. 
VENEZUELAN CONSTITUTION DOES NOT SET LITERACY IN SPANISH AS 
CONDITION FOR CITIZENSHIP BUT ARTICLE 36 STATES, "FOREIGNERS WHO 
BY BIRTH HAVE THE NATIONALITY OF SPAIN OR OF A LATIN AMERICAN 
STATE SHALL BE ENTITLED IN SPECIAL FACILITIES IN OBTAINING A 
CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION." ARTICLE 6 SAYS SPANISH IS OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGE OF THE COUNTRY. 

2. NATURALIZATION LAW, HOWEVER, EXEMPTS THOSE OVER 50 YEARS OF AGE, 
THOSE HAVING TEN YEARS UNINTERRUPTED RESIDENCE, THOSE WHO RECEIVED 
THEIR SCHOOLING HERE OR THOSE WHO, AFTER TWO YEARS IN VENEZUELA, 
PASS SPECIAL COURSE IN VENEZUELAN HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, LITERATURE 
AND FOLKLORE. IN ADDITION, GENERAL CONSENSUS IS THAT LACK OF 
SPANISH IS NOT INSURMOUNTABLE BARRIER TO CITIZENSHIP. GOVERNMENT 

IS ENCOURAGING RESIDENTS TO BECOME CITIZENS AND EVEN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE RADIO HAS BEEN RUNNING COMMERCIALS TO THIS EFFECT. 

THUS WHILE FORMAL SPANISH REQUIREMENT REMAINS ON BOOKS, IT WOULD 
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APPEAR THAT FLUENCY IS NOT NECESSARY AND THAT GOVERNMENT OFTEN 
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IS WILLING TO GIVE APPLICANT BENEFIT OF DOUBT WHEN JUDGING HIS 
ABILITY TO SPEAK THE LANGUAGE. 
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